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Abstract

This study aimed to 1) examine the legal issues concerning child welfare protection under
the Child Protection Act B.E. 2546 (2003), 2) conduct a comparative analysis of Thailand's child welfare
protection legislation with international standards and the child protection laws of foreign jurisdictions
recognized for effective child protection systems, and 3) propose recommendations for improving
and developing the legal provisions governing child welfare protection to enhance their effectiveness.
This qualitative research was conducted through documentary research, drawing upon books, textbooks,
academic articles, research studies, and relevant legal documents. The collected data were analyzed
and synthesized using content analysis and comparative analysis to formulate recommendations for
improving the legal framework governing child welfare protection.

The findings revealed that 1) the Child Protection Act B.E. 2546 lacks preventive mechanisms
designed to intervene before harm occurs. Under the current legislation, competent officials are authorized
to intervene only after child abuse or maltreatment has occurred, or where there are reasonable
grounds to believe that a child is in danger. The Act does not provide for systematic risk-assessment
mechanisms, family-strengthening measures, or a monitoring and surveillance system for at-risk children,
and it contains no provisions requiring an individualized rehabilitation plan. Section 43 also limits
temporary protective measures to a period of only 30 days, and the Act neither prescribes procedures
for assessing a child's readiness prior to family reunification nor establishes a post-reunification support
and follow-up system. 2) When compared with international standards, Articles 19 and 39 of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), together with General Comments No. 13 and No. 14 of
the Committee on the Rights of the Child, as well as the laws of Sweden, Japan and the Republic of
Korea, show that these jurisdictions have developed proactive prevention mechanisms and systematic
rehabilitation processes that Thai law has not yet fully adopted. 3) The study proposes amendments
to the Child Protection Act by introducing a new chapter on "Prevention and Early Intervention," imposing
proactive duties on competent authorities to identify and assist at-risk children and families, providing
a statutory definition of "reasonable grounds to believe," establishing a standardized risk-assessment
system and family-strengthening measures, and requiring individualized rehabilitation plans, mandatory
pre-reunification readiness assessments, and post-reunification support and follow-up for a period of

not less than one year, together with strengthened inter-agency coordination mechanisms.

Keywords : child welfare protection child rehabilitation process, Child Protection Act B.E. 2546
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