AsfidausaunienisdissvasUszsyvulumsiniunuiauniosiu
VBUNAUIAUATINZEYY DUNDINTANY JININGI184 5511
Political Participation of Citizens in the Formulation of the Local
Development Plan of Koh Samui City Municipality,
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Abstract

This independent study seeks to 1) assess the level of citizens’ political participation in the
formulation of the local development plan of Koh Samui Municipality, Koh Samui District, Surat Thani
Province; 2) compare political participation levels across demographic characteristics, including
gender, age, marital status, educational attainment, occupation, and subdistrict of residence;
3) identify constraints and challenges affecting citizens’ political participation in the planning process;
and 4) propose strategies to enhance political participation in local development planning within the
municipality.

A mixed-methods design was employed, integrating quantitative and qualitative approaches.
The quantitative component consisted of survey data collected from 400 respondents, while the
qualitative component involved in-depth interviews with 10 purposively selected key informants.
Data analysis combined descriptive and inferential statistics with qualitative content analysis. The
findings indicate that:
1) overall, citizens demonstrated a high level of political participation in the formulation of the local
development plan; 2) marital status did not result in significant differences in political participation,
except for the domain of decision-making, which displayed a statistically significant difference at
the .05 level, consistent with the study’s hypothesis; 3) key challenges include perceptions that
citizen input does not influence actual planning outcomes, prior experiences in which suggestions
were not considered, and resultant discouragement that diminishes future participation; and
4) enhancing political participation requires strengthening public communication on the planning
process through multiple channels and organizing inclusive community forums that facilitate

meaningful citizen engagement.
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