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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to examine 1) the efficacy of the Road Traffic Act B.E. 2522
enforcement, and 2) the punishment of the Road Traffic Act B.E. 2522 offenders. The study employed
qualitative methods involving examining document data, including laws, books, textbooks, academic
articles, Supreme Court judgments, and electronic records. The data were analyzed and synthesized
through descriptive methods to derive legal measures aimed at enhancing the efficiency of the Road
Traffic Act enforcement. The findings revealed that 1) the Road Traffic Act B.E. 2522 falls under the Act on
Imposition of Non-Criminal Regulatory Fines B.E. 2565, resulting in a shift in criminal offenses previously
punishable by only a fine under the Road Traffic Act B.E. 2522 to offenses categorized as regulatory offenses. In
addition, the prescribed criminal fine rate in the former law aligns with the fine rate outlined in the Act on
Imposition of Non-Criminal Regulatory Fines B.E. 2565. As a result, traffic officers lack the authority to levy
fines under traffic laws that entail criminal penalties. This transition empowers traffic officers to enforce
punishments commensurate with the offense, while allowing the accused to present explanations or rectify
allegations, thus upholding their primary rights protection. Finally, 2) the traffic officers are required to
adhere to specific methods and' procedures in their-investigative process, including gathering facts, collecting
evidence, reporting allegations, .and providing the accused with an opportunity to clarify or rectify the
allegations. When there are reasonable grounds to.suspect a regulatory offense, government officials are
authorized to conduct fact-finding and evidence collection. Allegations must be reported, and the accused
must be given the opportunity to explain or rectify them. Failure by the accused to respond within the
stipulated timeframe will result in the issuance of -a regulatory fine by govermment officials, with notification
provided to the accused. Should the fine remain unpaid, sovernment officials will proceed to gather
evidence and submit a file to the prosecutor for court proceedings. Therefore, the researcher proposed
the legal measures to enhance the efficacy of-the-Road Traffic Act B.E. 2522 enforcement by amending
the Section 140 to allow the traffic officers to eather evidence of charges and notify the accused to provide
explanations or rectify the situation. In cases where there is reasonable suspicion or evidence of an
offense, the traffic officers should be empowered to proceed with regulatory fines without prior warning
upon approval by government officials. Upon payment of the fine, the case will be resolved. Failure to
pay will result in the traffic officers reporting the vehicle registration to the Royal Thai Police system.
Additionally, when the traffic officers detect an offense, they should have the authority to immobilize and
impound the vehicle at the offender’s expense until the fine is settled. If the fine remains unpaid, the

government officials will gather evidence and present it to the prosecutor for court proceedings.

Keywords: efficiency, traffic law enforcement, Road Traffic Act
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