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Abstract

The objectives of this study were: 1) to examine the provisions of the Subdistrict Council and
Administrative Organization Act of 1994 (2537 B.E.) up to the 7th edition of 2019 (2562 B.E.), 2) to explore
the extent to which administrative officials in subdistrict administrative organizations (SAOs) in Chumphon
adapted to the implementation of the aforementioned act, and 3) to analyze the correlation between the
adaptation of administrative officials in SAOs and the provisions of the act. The present investigation
employed a qualitative research design. The research employed a semi-structured in-depth interview as a
data collection instrument. The sample consisted of 15 participants, comprising chief executives and chief
administrators of the SAO in Chumphon. The researcher employed purposive sampling in the study. The
data underwent content analysis and were subsequently presented in a descriptive manner.

The study’ s results indicated that 1) the act addressed the decentralization of authority in local
government through (SAOs). The act focused on three key aspects related to the election process for SAO
Council members and chief executives. Firstly, it addressed the revision of the number of members in the
SAQO Council. Secondly, it addressed the revision of qualifications, prohibited characteristics, and actions for
election candidates. Lastly, it addressed the revision of voting districts and the voting process for SAO
Council members. 2) The adaptation process undertaken by the chief executives of the SAQ: Issue 1: the
Drop of Members of the SAO Council and Administrative Officials’ opposition in relation to the cut of
members of the SAO Council to a 1 for 1 voting district, it was observed that a majority of administrative
officials expressed disagreement with this proposal. Their opposition primarily stemmed from concemns
recarding the increased workload resulting from the reduction in the number of SAO Council members.
Issue 2: the decision to raise the minimum age requirement for chief executives of the SAO to 35 years old
brought to light the perspective of many administrative officials who believed that age was not necessarily
indicative of one's effectiveness in the workplace but rather was dependent on individual capabilities. Issue
3 pertained to the altering of voting districts and the election process for members of the SAO Council. It
was observed that a majority of administrative officials perceived the allowance for candidates to run for
office in any location within their respective districts as a means to enhance opportunities for said
candidates. 3) In relation to the correlation between the adaptation of administrative officials within SAOs
and the provisions outlined in the act, it was discovered that all administrative officials were capable of
adapting to and complying with the conditions stipulated in the act for the most recent electoral campaign.
Nevertheless, it was necessary to make revisions regarding the composition of the SAO Council, the
allocation of voting districts, and the recruitment of council members to ensure a more equitable
representation of the citizen population within each voting district. This would enable the council members

to effectively address the specific needs and concerns of the people residing in their respective districts.

Keywords : local election, Subdistrict Council and Administrative Organization Act, provincial
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